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UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION 


Unemployment Insurance Benefit for Fishermen 


The following is an explanation of the Regula- 
tions covering the payment of unemployment in- 
surance benefit to commercial fishermen. 


This is not the Unemployment Insurance Act 
or Regulations, but a summary of the main provi- 
sions of the Act and Regulations, as these pertain 
to commercial fishermen. 


1. Introduction 


(1) A fisherman may be paid unemployment in- 

surance benefit if 

(a) he is unemployed (see paragraph 3(2) 
below); 

(b) he is ready, able and willing to work; 

(c) he is unable to find suitable employment; 
and 

(d) he has made the necessary number of con- 
tributions. 


(2) Generally, benefit is payable in th. period 
from the week in which 1 December occurs to 
the week in which 15 May occurs. This bene- 
fit is known as “seasonal benefit’’. Under 
certain circumstances, and subject to certain 
conditions, benefit may be paid at other times 
of the year. Such special cases are explained 
in full in paragraph 4(2). 


2. Am | a Fisherman for Unemployment Insur- 
ance Purposes? 


The requirements that you must meet in order 
to qualify for benefit are dealt with in paragraph 
4. You are regarded as a fisherman if five or more 
of the contribution weeks in the last 52 weeks 
before your claim were weeks in which contribu- 
tions were made for fishing. 


3. How Do | Make a Claim for Benefit? 
(1) During the period from December to mid- 
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May, you may be considered unemployed if 
your usual activities in fishing are curtailed, 
even though you may continue fishing to 
some extent. If you wish to apply for benefit 
you may obtain the necessary application 
form by requesting it from the nearest office 
of the Unemployment Insurance Commission, 
in person, by telephone or by letter. Applica- 
tion forms may also be obtained from any of 
the nearest Canada Manpower Centres as well 
as some post offices. Post offices having a 
supply of these forms display a notice to 
this effect. You must report in person to 
obtain an application form from a Canada 
Manpower Centre or a post office. 


If you request forms from the local office of 
the Unemployment Insurance Commission, 
make it clear that you want to make a claim 
for benefit. If you request forms by mail, 
do not send your record of contributions 
with your letter. The local office will send 
you the necessary forms to be completed and 
which should be returned immediately. /t /s 
of the utmost importance that you attach all 
your records containing contributions (insur- 
ance books and cards) with your application. 
Without these your claim will be considerably 
delayed and may eventually be denied. If you 
are unable to send your contribution records 
immediately, do not delay in returning the 
application form. Explain to the local office 
of the Commission your difficulties with 
respect to any missing contribution records. 
Remember that if you do not fill out the 
forms completely and correctly these will 
have to be returned to you for completion 
Or correction and this could cause a delay 
in your receiving benefit. 


(3) Remember that your claim cannot begin until 


you make application. 


4. How Do | qualify for Benefit? 


(1) Seasonal Benefit 
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As stated, this benefit is payable only in the 
period from December to mid-May. It is the 
type of benefit that most fishermen will be 
likely to qualify for. To qualify you must 
have: 


(a) contributions in at least fifteen separate 
weeks, since the end of the previous 
March. These may be weeks in which there 
are contributions from fishing only, or 
contributions from other insured employ- 
ment; or 


(b) had a claim for regular benefit end after 
the week in which the previous 15 May 
fell. 


Year-round Benefit 


This benefit is payable at any time of the year 
and is limited to those fishermen who normal- 
ly work throughout the year, under direction 
and on designated vessels. To qualify, you 
must fulfil the requirements for regular bene- 
fit which are as follows: 


(a) You must have at least 30 contribution 
weeks in the 104 weeks immediately be- 
fore making a claim, and 8 of these con- 
tribution weeks must be in the last 52 
weeks before the claim is made. These 
may be weeks in which there are contri- 
butions from fishing only or weeks with 
contributions from other insured employ- 
ment. 


(b) If you made a previous claim, in the 104 
weeks (two years) immediately before 
your new claim, you must have 


(i) 


(ii) 


at least 30 contribution weeks in the 
last 104 weeks (as in (a) immediately 
above), 24 of which contribution 
weeks must be since that previous 
claim began, or in the last 52 weeks, 
whichever is the /onger period, and 


at least 8 of the contribution weeks 
must be since the previous claim 
started or in the last 52 weeks, 
whichever is the shorter period. 


(c) Moreover, to qualify for year-round bene- 


fit, 
(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


you must have at least 6 fishing 
contribution weeks (i.e., weeks in 
which you have contributions from 
fishing) in each of four consecutive 
quarters within the seven complete 
calendar quarters immediately before 
making claim; and 

your last employment as a fisherman 
must have been on a vessel (as desig- 
nated or listed by the Commission) 
where you were under the direction 
of the employer, and 

you must have lost that last fishing 
employment solely because of a lay- 
off due to a shortage of work. 


You must meet a// these conditions to qualify 
for benefit outside of the period December to 
mid-May. If you fail to meet any one of them, 
your claim may be considered only for sea- 
sonal benefit, payable in the period December 
to mid-May. 


If you failed to qualify for year-round benefit 
because you lost your last employment in 
fishing (on a ‘’designated”’ vessel) for a reason 
other than a lay-off due to a shortage of work, 
you may subsequently become entitled to 
benefit. To do this, you must have at least 
seven contribution weeks (obtained from 
work other than fishing) in any thirteen week 
period after the commencement of your 
claim. Or you can requalify if, after the start 
of your claim, you have again been employed 
in fishing on one of the ‘‘designated”’ vessels 
listed by the Commission and if you have lost 
that job because of a lay-off due to a shortage 
of work. 


5. How Much Benefit do | Get? 


(1) Seasonal Benefit 


If you qualify for seasonal benefit on the 
basis of contributions since the end of the 
previous March (see paragraph 4(1) (a)), your 
rate of benefit will be based on the average 
of all the contributions you made in the 
‘weeks since that time. If you qualify by 
having had a regular benefit period end since 
the previous 15 May, your rate will be the 
Same as that which you had on that claim, 
subject to any change in your dependency 
status. Weekly benefit rates are given in the 
following table: 


RATES OF BENEFIT 


Insured Person's Person Person 


Allowable Allowable 


Average Weekly without a Earnings with a Earnings 
Contribution Dependent Dependent 
Cents $ $ $ $ 
Less than DBC. eiasthecucta staat 13 7 17 9 
28c and under ASCA SAR en a 8h o 16 8 21 11 
ASCe te a BGs oro cilarsceutear theo 19 10 25 gus: 
BSc sneer TOG Dies ree Bis, 5.0 22 11 29 15 
pict MY SBC. Berea as ac ane 26 13 33 17 
Sc > SROs tee tees 30 ts) 38 19 
$1.03874. 4 LTS) weer caer 34 UT 43 22 
(ts ile as FeOOL oe eas enetaioaews 38 19 48 24 
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(2) Year-round Benefit 


If you qualify for benefit as a year-round 
fisherman, your rate will be based on the 
average of the last 30 contribution weeks in 
the 104 weeks immediately prior to your 
claim. 


6. How Long May Benefit be Paid to Me? 


(1) Seasonal Benefit 


(a) If you qualify on the basis of at least 15 
contribution weeks since the end of the 
previous March, you will be entitled to 
five weeks’ benefit for every six contribu- 
tion weeks, with a maximum of twenty- 
four weeks’ benefit. 

(b) If you qualify on the basis that you had a 
regular benefit period end after the week 
in which the previous 15 May fell, you 
will be entitled to the same number of 
weeks that you were entitled to on that 
previous claim, with a minimum of 12 
weeks’ benefit. 


It must be clearly understood that a// seasonal 
benefit ceases with the week in which 15 May 
occurs. It must be realized, too, that even if 
your entitlement were for, let us say, twelve 
weeks, and less than that period will elapse 
from the time you made your claim until the 
week of 15 May, you will draw only for the 
elapsed weeks which may be less than the full 
twelve weeks. 


(2) Year-round Benefit 


If you should qualify as a year-round fisher- 
man (see paragraph 4(2)), you will be entitled 
to one week’s benefit for every two contribu- 
tion weeks in the last 104 weeks prior to 
claim with a maximum of 52 weeks’ benefit. 
However, if you had a previous claim begin in 
the 104 weeks prior to your new claim, you 
will be entitled to one week’s benefit for 
every two contributions made, since that last 
claim began or in the last 52 weeks, whichever 
period is longer. 


7. Am | Permitted to Work and Still Get Benefit? 


(1) Seasonal Benefit 


Yes, during the period December to mid-May, 
you may earn up to a certain amount each 
week and still get benefit. The amount de- 
pends on your weekly benefit rate. 


In any week in which your earnings exceed 
the allowable earnings, your benefit will be 
reduced by the excess. 


(2) Year-round Benefit 


Generally, a fisherman who engages in a 
fishing enterprise on his own account or in 
partnership, otherwise than to a very minor 
extent, cannot be considered unemployed in 
any week, as long as he continues to be en- 
gaged in such fishing enterprise, even if he 
does very little or no work in one particular 
week. However, this does not apply during 
the period December to mid-May. 


The rule regarding earnings stated in para- 
graph 7(1) applies also to year-round benefit. 


8. How do | Prove | am Unemployed? 


After making your claim, you will be required 
to fill in a Claimant’s Report for each week that 
you claim benefit. This is to declare your cir- 
cumstances with respect to the requirements for 
the receipt of benefit for that week. It is most 
important to read the declaration that you have 
to sign on the Claimant’s Report and to enter on 
it the particulars of any work performed and the 
total amount of your earnings from al/ sources. 
All earnings (even if less than those allowable) 
must be entered for the week in which they are 
earned regardless of when paid. Remember, it is a 
punishable offence to make a false report. 


If you are fishing entirely on your own, 
deduct your actual expenses from the sale price 
of your catch and declare the amount remaining 
as your earnings. If your expenses exceed 25% 
of the sale price you must keep and produce on 
request, records, satisfactory to the Commission, 
to prove the amount of your actual operating 
expenses. 


If you are a fisherman with a helper, deduct 
your helper’s wages from the sale price of your 
catch and then deduct your actual expenses. The 
amount remaining should be declared as your 
earnings. If your expenses exceed 25% of the 
amount remaining after deducting your helper’s 
wages you must keep and produce on request, re- 
cords, satisfactory to the Commission to prove 
your actual operating expenses. 


If you are a share fisherman, take the sale 
price of the catch, deduct the boat’s share, if 
any, and the total expenses of the crew. Your 
share of the remainder must be reported as earn- 
ings. If the total expense of the crew exceed 25% 
of the amount remaining after the boat’s share 
has been deducted, you must keep and produce 
on request, records, satisfactory to the Commis- 
sion to prove the actual operating expenses of the 
crew. 


For fresh fish, instead of reporting earnings 
only for the week in which delivery is made, you 
must divide the earnings equally over each week 
of the trip if the trip covers more than one calen- 
dar week. 


For cured fish (including cod oil or livers and 
any salted, pickled or smoked fish) the proceeds 
must be declared in the week of the sale. 


To avoid delays in payment of benefit, these 
Claimant’s Reports must be filled in completely 
and correctly and mailed immediately after the 
last day of the period for which you are reporting. 


9. After | Have Fulfilled all the Conditions, How 
Long do | have to Wait before Benefit is Paid? 


At the beginning of each claim there is a 
waiting period. This waiting period is expressed 
in terms of money, the amount being the equiva- 
lent of one full week’s benefit. In effect, the first 
full week’s benefit to which a claimant would be 
entitled is not paid to him but is applied as the 


waiting period. When one claim ends and a 
claimant immediately requalifies for further bene- 
fit, the waiting period may be waived if certain 
other conditions are fulfilled. 


10. Can / be Paid Benefit if | become ill or | am 
Injured or Quarantined while Unemployed? 


If you have fulfilled all the conditions for the 
receipt of benefit, have put in your waiting period 
and are entitled to actually begin drawing benefit 
when the illness, injury, or quarantine commences, 
payments to you will not be affected. You must, 
however, provide proof that you are ill, injured, 
or quarantined when asked to do so. Failure to do 
this will result in payments being stopped. 


11. Can my Payments be Suspended? 


Yes, benefit payments may be suspended for 
several reasons. If, for instance, you refuse a job 
that is considered suitable for you, or you stop 
work because of a labour dispute, or you fail to 
provide information required to prove that you 
are unemployed and that you fulfill any of the 
other conditions, benefit will be suspended — In 
some cases this suspension may be for a maxi- 
mum of six weeks and in other cases for as long 
as the condition that caused the suspension 
continues. 


12. General 


The foregoing information deals, in the main, 
with benefit for fishermen. 


Further information having application to all 
claimants, including fishermen, is set out in 
several other booklets and pamphlets issued by 
the Commission; these are available on request. 


If you wish further details about unemploy- 
ment insurance, call at, or write to, the nearest 
local office of the Commission. They will be 
pleased to help you. 


IMPORTANT 


It is of the utmost importance that you care- 
fully consider all statements made by you to the 
Unemployment Insurance Commission, and en- 
sure that they are true. Severe penalties, including 
prosecution in the criminal courts, and/or deduc- 
tions from future benefit, are provided for mak- 
ing statements or representations that you know 
to be false or misleading. 


Remember that, when you are claiming benefit, 
you must delcare a// of your earnings each week, 
from whatever source. 


YOUR INSURANCE BOOK 


Your insurance book is a valuable document. You 
should take steps to get it from your employer as 
soon as you leave your job and take it to your 
new employer as soon as you begin work. 


You have the right to examine your book while it 
is with your employer at times convenient to 
your employer and not oftener than twice a 
month to satisfy yourself that proper contribu- 
tions are being made. 


Although you should not delay making your 
claim for benefit if you do not have your book 
(see question 3), remember that failure to deposit 
your contribution records may delay your claim. 
Remember, too, that if you neglect to deposit 
them and to advise the office of the Commission 
of the steps you have taken to obtain them, you 
may be disqualified from the receipt of benefit. 
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